The  Value  of  Vaccines 
Questioned 

BY  EMINENT  MEDICAL  AUTHORITIES. 


Vaccines  as  Treatment. 

From  an  article  in  the  Lancet,  Feb.  27,  1915,  by  Sir 
WATSON  CHEYNE  (President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons). 

"What  support  is  there  from  clinical  experience  in  favour  of 
the  employment  of  vaccines  for  treatment  as  apart  from 
prophylaxis  ?  J  ust  think  how  many  millions  of  vaccine  injections 
have  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years,  and  in  how 
very  few  cases  we  can  definitely  recognise  an  immediate  and 
marked  improvement,  as  we  ought  to  do  if  the  treatment  is  to 
be  justified.  Think,  also,  how  often  we  are  in  doubt  whether 
such  improvement  as  occurs  in  the  course  of  the  treatment  is 
due  to  the  vaccme  or  is  a  natural  result  of  the  actions  of  the  body. 

"  Think  again  in  how  many  cases  (the  vast  majority,  indeed) 
there  is  no  apparent  action  at  all. 

"  I  have  used  vaccines  extensively  (employing  the  services  of 
bacteriologists  for  the  purpose,  so  that  I  should  not  feel  that  I 
had  not  been  carrying  out  the  treatment  .properly),  and  I  have 
in  only  two  or  three  cases  seen  any  result  which  I  should  not 
have  expected  without  their  use.  I  have  seen  lesions  getting 
well  in  one  part  of  the  body  and  yet,  while  still  under  vaccine 
treatment,  fresh  lesions  breaking  out  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  and  /  have  also  seen  bad  and  even  fatal  results  follow 
the  use  of  vaccines." 


Sir  THOMAS  BORDER,  M.D.,    F.R.C.P.,  B.Sc,  etc. 

(introducing  a  discussion  at  the  Medical  Section  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  Jan.  27,  1914). 

"  At  first  sight,  the  growing  popularity  of  inoculation 
treatment  among  practitioners  suggests  that  its  utility  is  thereby 
demonstrated.  But  on  a  further  view  we  become  aware  of  the 
fact  that  to  a  large  extent  this  accession  of  practical  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  doctor  is  due  to  the  forcing  of  his  hand  by 
the  patient.  This,  and  a  natural  desire  not  to  be  left  behind, 
may  be  responsible  for  much  of  the  increase  in  the  bulk  of 
vaccine  therapy  as  seen  to-day,  rather  than  honest  conviction, 

based    upon    personal    experience  Many    of  us 

inoculate  our  patients  because  it  is  expected  of  iis  rather  than 
because  we  feel  it  the  best  way  to  cure  them.'" 


Dr.  G.  W.  McCOY,  Director  of  the  Hygienic  Laboratory, 
U.S.  Public  Health  Service,  Washington. 

"  We  hear  of  numerous  examples  of  the  cure  of  cases  by 
means  of  vaccine.  I  have  heard  related  the  most  astonishing 
examples  of  apparent  great  benefit  from  vaccines  in  the 
pneumonia  that  follows  influenza.  When  the  records  were 
scrutinized,  however,  it  was  found  that  these  remarkable  cases 
could  be  duplicated  by  others  that  had  done  equally  well 
without  vaccine." 

[Italics  are  ours] 


For  a  description  and  criticism  of  the  Germ  Theory  of  Disease  and 
the  Inoculation  Treatment  founded  thereon,  apply  to  : — 

THE  BRITISH  UNION  FOR  ABOLITION  OF  VIVISECTION. 
32,  Charing  Cross,  London  S.W.  1. 


Deverell,  Sharpe  &  Gibson,  Ltd..  Bromley  Buildings.  Bread  Street  Hill.  E.C.4. 


